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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

ATTORNEY SETTLEMENT OFFICER PANEL MEMBER:
PERSONAL PROFILE

Name: DIANE R. SMITH
Address: 1920 Main Street, Suite 1200 

Irvine, California 92614                                                                               
Telephone Number: (949) 253-2720 
FAX Number: (9490 955-2507 (Facsimile)
E-Mail Address: smithdr@swlaw.com                                                                                    

                                    
California State Bar
Number: 66967 (1975)                                                                                               

                       
Firm Name: Snell & Wilmer, LLP                                                                                   

                                    
Nature of Law
Practice: Construction, engineering, technical services, real estate, environmental,

business law                                                                                                 
                      

Experience: Over twenty years experience in negotiating and settling commerical,
engineering, construction and environmental and related disputes, both as a
neutral mediator and arbitrator and  a party representative. Wide range of
perspectives, due to having spent approximately equal time in house with
the world’s largest engineering and construction company (Fluor Daniel),
as a partner in a large law firm representing owners, contractors, architects,
engineers, consultants, and remediation contractors and as a engineering,
construction, environmental and government contract lawyer with a major
federal agency.  Handle EEO discrimination disputes only as a mediator. 

Work History: Snell & Wilmer, Irvine, California: 1990 - Present: Partner. 
Approximately eighty percent of practice devoted to mediation, arbitration
and negotiation of environmental and construction disputes as a neutral and
a party representative; drafting and design of alternative dispute resolution
programs for clients.

Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue, Irvine, California (1989-90):  Broad
engineering, construction, technical services, OSHA and environmental 
law practice.
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Fluor Corporation and subsidiaries, Irvine, California (1981-89): In
house attorney for Fluor Corporation and subsidiaries:  General Counsel
for Fluor Technology, Inc. and Fluor Daniel.  Assistant General Counsel,
Fluor Corporation.  Extensive experience as lead negotiator and project
counsel for domestic and international (Latin America, North Africa,
Indonesia) engineering, construction, environmental and technical services
contracts in the public and private sector. 

United States Department of Energy, San Francisco Operations Office
(1975-1981): Attorney, environmental, engineering and construction
projects.   

Education: Boalt Hall School of Law (J.D., 1975); University of California, Berkeley
(two years of graduate work, Department of City and Regional Planning)
(A.B., cum laude, 1972, Psychology; Phi Beta Kappa); U. S. Army Judge
Advocate General's School; Contract Lawyer's Course; University of
Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia, 1980

Dispute Resolution Center for Public Resources Master Mediation Seminar; 
Training AdvancedMediation Training; Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution,

Pepperdine University School of Law; Effective Use of Mediation to
Resolve Disputes, University of San Diego; Civil Mediation Training
Programs, Pepperdine University; Mediation Training (DRPA), Orange
County Mediation Center; Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute
Resolution, Pepperdine University School of Law; Mastering Workplace
Mediation (Mediating Workplace Disputes), Orange County Mediation
Center; Basic Mediation, University of San Diego; Introduction to
Mediation, Lex Mundi College of Mediators; Understanding Contractual
Arbitration; American Arbitration Association Arbitrator Training.

Dispute Resolution Over 100 Cases Mediated: Types of cases: Environmental, land use;
Experience:  public policy; construction/construction defect, construction

contractor/subcontractor/vendor;  EEO/discrimination/harassment (race 
age, sexual harassment, disability); labor/employment; criminal
misdemeanor (victim/offender); Landlord tenant; Youth/school.  Cases
Over 50 Cases Arbitrated: Types of cases: Construction/construction
defect; environmental; commercial; attorney fee disputes.Have served as co
mediator, and on many arbitration panels.

Professional
Licenses: Member, California Bar                                                                                

                                
Professional
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Memberships: Member, Orange, Riverside and Los Angeles County Superior Court Civil
Mediation Referral System Panels of Mediators; Member, National Panel
of Neutrals, Environmental and Construction Specialty Panels, Institute for
Dispute Resolution (formerly, Center for Public Resources); Member, 
Panel of Neutrals (mediation and arbitration) American Arbitration
Association (environmental, construction, commercial panels), national
construction arbitration panel;  Member, Lex Mundi College of Mediators;
Member, Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution; Member of the
Board of Directors, California Mediation Association; Member of the
Board of Directors and Volunteer, The Mediation Center, Orange County;
Member, Mandatory Fee Arbitration Panel, Orange County Bar
Association; California Dispute Resolution Council.

American Bar Association, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and Natural
Resources and Environmental Law Sections; California Bar Association
(formerly Chairman, Public Contracts Committee, Public Law Section);
Orange County Bar Association (past Chairman, Environmental Law
Section; Member, National Association of Women in Construction

                   


